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 FRUTHIRIUOMPHANT: 


In a 
Between: a 
P APIST, anda QUAKER. 
Papiſt. > ZR Eg fod morrow, my half Brother 
> $ in Religion. 
Ouaker. 6, * Why, what Religion art 
| thou of ? 
Papiff, I am a Roman Cathelick, and 


. I call thee my half Brother, 
becaule thou art a Quaker. 
Ouaker. = © What Brother-hovd or 
« Relation can there be between 2 Qaaker, and a Papiſt ? 
Pap, O Brother ! We are nearer a kin, than thou art aware 


of, 

#:h. © That's impoſſible, for I rurnd Quaker to avoid 
«© Popery : for I did think the Church of Exg1land would fer up 
© Popery. 

Pap. Nothing leſs,Brother,for I aſſure you the Pope, and all 
of his Perſwalion, of all their Adverlaries dread none ſo much 
as the Church of England : But to come to the Point, all, or 
moſt part of what you believe, you -have from us ; for though 
| am a Shoo-Maker, and work at my Trade, 1 am for all that a 
Prieſt, and am ſometimes a Quaker, and Preach up your Relt- 
2ien, as I have done ſeveral times at Br1/ts/, 

Ouat, © What ſhould be your Reaſon to endeavour to {er 'Þ | 
** our Religion ! | 

Pap, To make yo. turn Papiſts, a5 you call us, 


[Ph 6 þ. 


44h. ed As 65...» — 


(46) 


Ouak, © This isa ſtrange Riddle to me, pray untold ir. 

Pap. That intend todo ; We muſt do what we can tocry 
down the Bible, for that makes clear againſt us ; and that trick 

we taught you of calling the Scriprure a dead Letter ; Then $e- 
condly, we teach Free-Will to that height, that a Man has 
Power in himſelf to pleaſe God, and walk uprightly : Do no: 
"you believe all this, Brother ? 

QOnakh. © Yea ; Thus far we agree. | 

Pap. Do you know Cap. Everard ! | 

QOnak, © Yea, He was a Godly Man before he turn'd Papiſt. 

Pap. He never was otherwiſe, he was a Prieſt too, and com- 
manded by the Pope to pretend to be one of you, the better to 
oppoſe the Church of England. EY 

Ouak, Strange! Is it poſſible? now 1 am atraid I am 

| nearer Popery, than I was aware of : Bleſs me ! by leaving 
«the Church ot Exg/ard I thought to flie from Popery, and for 
_* ought I percieve, 1am running head-long into 1t. 

Pap. Yes Brother, I hope to make you a good Catholtck 

betore we part. 
wak. © You can never do that. 

Pap. Iwilleither do ſo, or confrm you-where you are, 

Quak, © For the latter I am content. 

Pap. Have you not heard of my Lady ——-— How ſhe 
run through all Religions ; from a Proteſtant ſhe turn'd Presby- 
terian, (to avoid Popery) there ſhe could not reſt, becauſe there 
was a Church-Government, and therefore reſembled too much 
the Church of Exglaxd;and belides,ſhe hearing there were people 
that Prayed and taught by the Spirit, away ſhe goes to them : To 
be ſhort, ſhe was one while an Independent, a Quaker, and what 

not ?* Well, at laſt hearing that the Church of Rowe had an 
-Infallible guide in Religion, thither ſhe ſteered her Courſe, and 
there ſhe caſt Anchor, and continues a good Catholick. 

Onuak, EI have heard of that Lady you ſpeak of, and for 
*: that reaſon, and becauſe of what I have heard you ſay, I love 

** my Religion never the better for it ; there is one only reaſon 
* perſwades me to continue in it, 

Pap, What is that? 

1 Quak, *<I will tell thee, If thou wilt promiſe me to ſay 
«nothing of it. oo” 
Pap. 1do upon the word of a Prieſt, 
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Ouak, Then Iwill tell thee truly , a Siſter (for thou 
< muſt know we call one another Brothers and Siſters) may not 
« deny a Brother to lie with her, it the Spirit moves; for every 
* provocation to that which yo call Letchery, We ſay is Gods 
<< Spirit,) nor a Brother a vilte;, ii the Spirit enable him. 

Pap. Ifthat beall, turn Catholick, and I will give thee a 
Diſpenſation to have as many Women as thou wilt, or art able 
ro turn to, thar die when thou wilr, thou art ſure to g0 to Hea- 
ven however. 

wak, © A good Argument I confeſs, if thou couldſt prove 
* thy ſelt enabled thereunto by God Almighty ; but I fuſpe& 
* what thou doſt offer, is to ſarisfie our Luſts and Letchery, (no 
©« matter for our Souls, to make us ſubſervient to your ends in 
* this world ; whereas what we do is to raiſe up a Holy Seed 
* unto the Lord , ſo that by doing him Service, (not by Sin- 
*: ning againſt him) we indulge much to our own ſatisfaction, 
*{o that we (erve him without any trouble either to the Conſci- 
«< ence, or the Body : for to give a Licence for Sin is a molt 
«horrid thing, to ſay you have Power to Abſolve for Sins paſt, 
* (as the Church of Exgland ſays,) is not amiſs ; but that you 
* have Power to glve Licence to Sin, is what I can never believe; 
(and therefore tor any thing I have yet heard from thee, I will 
*- continue as I am ; therefore be one of Us, and thou ſhalt en- 
« joy Multitudes of Women, without offending God. 

ap. I have the ſame argument to perſwade thee to come to 
us z I can give Indulgenctes that thall ſerve thee and thy Poſterity 
for Thouſands of Years. 

Quak, © This 1s like a DoQrine of Ours, that God ſees not 
*-Sinin Us that are the Godly, if one of Us lite with many 
« Women, we are then railing a Holy Seed, a Royal Prieſthood; 
" amongſt the Ungodly party, this is Fornication and a $1n ; 
"*the Goods of the whole World which the wicked poſſeſs, be- 
* long not to them, they are Ours of r!ght, to diſpoſſels them 
"thereof is 20 Robbery. 

Pap, Weſay the ſame, for the Pope hath power to diſpoic 
of all the Kingdoms of the Earth, ro take them from the wic- 
ked, from Hereticks, Schiſmaticks , Idolaters, cc. and give 
them to true Catholicks , for thoſeare the truly Godly party. 

Onuak, «Bleſs me! wheream 1? 1hall be aPapiſtlvery 
*" much fear ; nay, I doubr, I have b:en one all this while. 
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Pap. Doubtleſs we are yery near. one another. 

wak, © But T'le get further from thee if I can ; but pray let 
© me ask thee one Queſtion , why are you a greater Enemy to 
* the Church of Ergland, than to all others that ditter from the 
« Church of Rome ? 

Pap. Becaule they have the reſemblance of a Church, which, 
none of you have, except the Presbyrerian ; and next the Church 
of Ergland we dread them ; and the more, becauſe they ſeem 
ro comply more with the Church ot Exg/and, than tormerly, 
and begin to percieve it impol{ible to ſer up for themſelves ; tor 
when ever they ſhall attempt ir, the Independents will intallibly 
ſupplant them, as formerly ; and they again, (the Independents 
I mean) wili run into ſo many Se&ts of Religion, and Parties, 
that they can never ſubliſt ; but muſt at laſt be torced to ſubmit 
to the Church of England, or us of Rome. 
 Qwak, *© I percieve now muſt be either a Proteſtant, or a 
*Papiſt. > 

Pap. Without all peradventuxe you cannot avoid 1t. 

*'Oxuak. Ile ce'n then turn Proteſtant, #s I was before 1641. 

| Pap. By no means do fo, either come ſtraight to Us, or con- 
tinue a Quaker ; Nay, rather that turn Proteſtant, 1 le get thee 
a Diſpenſation from Kome to continue a Quaker ; and that thou 
ſhalt not ſo much as go into Purgatory. 
Ouak, © Yours 1s a very brave Religjon,if it could hold water, 
< but what aſſurance have you that God allows this ! 

Pap. The Infallibility of the Church, 

Ouak., © Whatis that ? 

Pap. The truth is, we are not yet agreed amongſt Our 
ſelves ; for ſome of Us (as we Jeſuites) do hold the Pope to 
be Infallible, that whatſoever He Decrees, We are oblieged to 
yield uuto an 1mplicite obedience and Belief ; others do place it 
in a General Council, the Pope preſiding over it, And laſtly, 
others in a Council only, | 


 Proteſia;t, And I perceive it's no where with you , with us 
It 1s, for now I will argue like a Proteſtant ; we have Intallibility 
1 our Church. 

Papiſt, < What is that ? 
| Pra, TheOla and New Teſtament, for you cannot deny 
If tO be the Word of God, 
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P api(f. That we cannot , but this we ſay, That it is by: 
© a dead Letter, without the Interpretation of the Church. 

Prot. Whoop holy day; I think your Worthip will-turn 
Quaker. 

Papiſt. © Noſuch thing, I warrant you ; but to proceed , 
**and to ſpeak to you, as to a Proteſtant, All your Oppoſers pro- 
** duce che Bible againſt yuu, as well as againſt us; What can 
*you anſwer to that ? 

Prot. Let right take place ; but by the way, this is foul play; 
for you to urge me to anſwer you as a Hydra, with ſo many 
Heads z Will you be a Papiſt,a Presbyterian, Independent, Qua- 
ker, and every thing at once * This is to be a right Jeſuite indeed, 
but 1 will allow you all this advantage : I will therefore go on,as 
{ ſaid before, let the right take place ; for the Church of England 
has the advantage over all her Oppoſers above-mentioned , and 
over ten thouſand more, if ſhe had ſo many , for againſt you 
all, ſhe has a claim to this Infallible Guide of the Word of 
God, with all the difficulties therein contained, explained by all 
Antient Fathers and Councils , againſt which no ſober man 
can except. So that we have the Bible againſt you, and againſ} 
them ; and againſt you we have the Bible, as 1 ſaid before, ex- 
plained, with the four firſt General Councils, with the PraQtice 
of thoſe times of Purity ; belides, 1s it not familiar with you 
of the Roman Church (together with all thoſe ſeveral enemies 
above-named,and Oppoſers of the Church of England) to cry 
up Succeſs, and may not Proteſtants make uſe of the ſame Plea, 
ſo far eſpecially as1t is Argamentum ad hominem ? And ſo ofter 
to Your proſpe& and confideration, the miraculous Reſtauration 
of the Church of England, in the year, 16560. 

Ppiſt. © You mean the Kings Reſtauration. 

Prot, I mean both ; but we are now diſputing concerning 
the Church, net King of England, for though you, as being 
2 Papiſt, a Prieſt, anda Jeſuite, are an enemy to both Church 
and State : * But the reaſon 1 only name the Church ot E-glards 
Reſtauration, 1s, becaule, I conceive, God reſtored the Kirg , tor 
the Churches ſake ; becauſe God knew the King would reſtore 


the Church of England, for whoſe ſake God did reſtore him. 


Moreover, I mention the Church of Eg/and only, becauſe God 
has dealt ſo often miraculouſly for her, As firft , in our King 


Henry the Eighth his dayes , that ſuch an occalion of Scandal 
H jhould 
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ſhould be given to the whole world, as well as to that King ir; 

particular ; that rhough he did not ſo very much alter the Koanzaz; 

Religion, yet he abſolutely took away the Popes Authority , 

- which was a miraculous ſtep to that more exact Reformation : 

Which, inthe ſecond place, God did miraculouſly bring to pals, 

by means of (a Chiid as Imay ſay) King Edward the Sixth, 

The third Miracle, God did a&t for the Church of Ezgland,was, 

Jo that Queen Mary, Eſpouſed to a King ot Spain, having fully 

_ "NOW reſtored Popery , and butchered thouſands of Proteſtants, yer. 

Jous mettods WAS It not in her power , though alliſted with the Houſe of 

of God,on the Auſtria (which was then 1n its Zenith, as I ſuppoſe now Franze 

behalfof Enz- js) to prevent the wonderfully miraculous Reſtoration of the 

land,during i= Church of England, by the ever Famous Queen Elizabeth . 

 - © pravag and though that Good and Gallant Queen , was in the hands of 

' Her, and the Church of Ezglazds adverſaries, yet did God mi- 

raculouſly preſerve Her , tor his Churches ſgke. And this 

4» Church, was likewiſe, in the fourth place (though indeed not 

reſtored , yet powertully and wondertully ) prelerved , when 

| King Fames Succeeded to this great and virtuous Queen, The 

Jo. laſt Miracle (I pray God this Church may need no more of 

them)which it pleaſed God to ſhew this Church, was in the Year 

DIXtY ; though indeed three more might have been added, fo as 

to have made this fifth the eighth , bur for brevities ſake, I ſhall 

I-. putthem together. Firſt, the Deteat of that Navy , which the 

Spamards called their /=v4nc:ible Armado , 1n the Year, 15 88, 

2, Secondly, the miraculous prevention of the Popiſh Conſpiracy, 

the ftth day of November, whereby the King, His Nobles, the 

chief, of the Gentry and Commons in Parliament, ſhould have 

3, beenblownup. Thethird,the rrue Chriſtian Valour and Magna- 

nimity which appeared in His Late Majeſty,on the behalf of the 

Church of E:g/azd , (aſſerting her Reformation ) curing al} 

His Sufferings, to the [aſt minute of his Martyrdom. And now, 

Sir, I hope I have contuted you , by your own way of Argu- 

mentation , and now, Sir, hereafter (if you pleaſe) you may 
 Worthip your great Diaza of Succels, 

Papijt, ©Your Succeſſes we cannot deny, but ſtill, I con- 
*cclve, the Bible is not a ſufficient Intallible Guide. 

Prot. 1 think I have very well proved, by the ſeveral above- 
mentioned miracles,thatintaliibility of theBible is for theChurch 
of Eng/ard (as now 1t is eſtablithed this Year, 1669. Jul.) 

again!! 


2. 


is {a 

© A be - 235 * eh ® . Boy 
Kok Ea” S 4 * . . "x : Et 

- + *. = y » 
_— WF i Eh: 4 £5 0, -_ 

-u6 OR 223A © . ”s n . q . 


FL 


LOS 


MO OCTEF 


igainſt your, and all other Diſſenters trom the Church of E 19- 
land , and, in my opinion, 15 a great fign of her being a true 
Church , that the 1s furniſhed on all tides with good and ſound 
Arguments tor her detence, and offending her Adverſaries , for, 


pl 


- 11 the firſt, She oppoſes to you the Bible, Prattice 6f the Primi- 


tive Church, the Autient Farhers,and your own modern ones; and 
1gainit ſuch as.I was once, formerly , She has the ſame, though 
She have leſs occalion to make uſe of theBible. Thus isShe furniihit 
with complete Armour and Weapons .God Almighty has armed 
Her Cap ape, againſt the Divel, and all his Inftruments , $9 tha 
:he Gates vi Hell ſhall never be able to prevail againſt Her. 

Papiſt. You have taken your Commen-Prayer Book out of 
:he Maſs. 

Prot, You have your Mals out of tne Jewiſh Liturgy. 

Paprſt. © How can that be ? 


Prot, Are not the Pſalms of David made uſe of in the Maſs ? 


Papiſt, © They are, I confeſs, 

Prot, They were.either all,or in part, the Jewith Liturgy, 

Papiſt, < We doconfels,they were. 

Prot, Then hereafter, tell us no more of our Comman- 
Prayer being taxen out of the Maſs ; and now we are ſpeaking 
of the Fews, let me tell you, that you make uſe of the ſame Ar- 
Cuments ro oppoſe us, that the Jews did to oppoſe our Saviour ; 
ney urged to our Saviour, That he was an Innovaror, and that 
h2 oppoſed the Tranions of thetr Church ; which (fay they) 
had continues, from the eſtabliihment ot it by Ged in 7-ſes's 
me, This method you obſerve againit vs, caiing us Innova- 
who are the chieteit oppolers of Innovation; tor our 


»%% 4 


J # h : 
Churches endevour, 1s to caſt off what you have innovared in 
Chriſtian Religion, Let me ask you one Queſtion, Dynor 
You believe,2!l rhar the Church of Ez71/azd believes C 

Papiſt, * We do, but we believe mere. 

rar, Then let me tell you,  whatfoever 1s mor?, ar2 50495 


Superſtructures, and Innovations ; and ought to be rejected 07 


Of all true Chrittians. 

Pyp:jf. I doubt I have kill'd ihe wrong man,:or ] douored 

* not, from a Quaker to have made you otic of us ; Dur initead 

* of that [ have made you a Proteitine, and tor ought Lanuv., 

*T may chance to be one too; Bur | will not quit tae Fed yer, 
© but have more dilcourie With you. 

> {Go 
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Proteſt. With all my heart, for (me-thinks) the more I'dif- 
courſe with you, the more I am enabled above my capacity , 
which I __ attribute to Gods goodneſs, who enables me, a 
weak Inſtrument of his, to defend his truth. | 

Papiff. IF it bethe truth, I wiſh it may appearſo; inthe | 
« mean time I ſhall proceed thus, Your Religion was never heard 
«< of before Luther's time. 

Proteſt. Is not that Argument worn thread-bare yer ? But 
ſeeing you inſiſt upon it, I (hall repeat unto you, for anſwer, the 
words of a Learned Man, out of his Epiſtle Dedicatory to His 
Stiling ficet, preſent Majeſty ; the words(as 1 remember) are theſe, —< Since 

RR” < that great Miracle of Divine Providence, in your Majeſtie's 
« moſt happy Reſtauration , we have ſeen thoſe, who before 
< triumphed over the Church of: £»gland, as.dead ; as much ex- 
« preſſing their envie.at Her reſurre&10n : Nelther could it other- 
« wiſe be expeRted, bur that ſo ſudden a recovery of Her former 
« Luſtre, would open the mouths of Her weak, but contentious 
« Adverſaries ; who ſee Her ſhine in a Firmament, ſo much a- 
©« bove them : Bur it is a part of Her preſent Felicity, that they 
<« are aſhamed of the inſulting Queſtion (What is become of 
« your Church now ? ) and are driven back to their 01d imper- 
© tinency (Where was your Church before Luther ? ) They : 
« might as well alter the Date of it, and ask where She was 
T oe your Majeſties Reſtauration ? For as She only ſuffered 
< an Ecclipſe, in the late Confuſions : no more did She (though 
« of a longer ſtay) inthe times before. the Reformation ; and 
« it was Her great. Honour, that She was not awakened out of 
«it (as of old they fancied) by the beating of Drums, or the 


© rude Clamours of- the People ; but as She gradually regained 
* Her Light ſo was it with the Influence ot Supreme Auth. 


<« rity., Which has cauſed ſo cloſe an Union and Combinatior; 
« of Intereſts berween them , that the Church of England, 
_ «and the Royal Family, have like Hpocrazes his Twins, both 
« wept and rejoyced together: And nothing doth more argue, 
the excellent conſtitution of our Church, than that therein the 
« purity. of Chriſtian Doctrine 1s joyned with the moſt hearty 
* acknowledgment of your Majeſtie's Power and Supremacy — 
Thus far that. learned Author; I ſhall add further, That if a 
Church ecclipſed or unſeen, ſhall be the deſtruttion of it, or thai 


there. was ever any ſuch thing, I would yery fain know, where 
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the Church of God was, when (it was ſaid) the whole world 

was turn'd Arrian , and before our Saviour came into the world, 

how often was the Church of God inviſible, and ie Worlhip or 

Religion appointed, utterly overthrown by Idolaters ? Such as 

| the Church of God was in thoſe days, the fame our Church was 

before the Reformation ; and where the one was, there vas the 

other; in Dens and Caves, and in the hearts of good and Religi- 

ous Men, where God did recieve an acceptable Sacrifice. We ſee 

inthe 19 Chap. of the firſt Book of Kings, verſe the 10, how 7 Kings, Cap. 
invilible the Church of God was, by the expreſſion of the Pro. 19: \&: 59+ 
phet Elzas there , — [ have been very jealous for the Lord God 
of Hoſts , for the Children of Iſrael have forſaken thy Covenant, 
broken down thine Altar, and ſlain thy Prophets with the 
ſword, and [ only am left, and they ſeek my life to take it away — 
Theſe were the words of a true Prophet of the Lord , to whom 
the Church of God was. ſo inviſible to him ( though often a 
fore-ſeer and fore-teller of future contingencies) that he con- 
ceives himſelf to be the only Servant of the Lord , left upon 
the face of the earth , yet the Eighteenth verſe of the fore-men- 
tioned Chap. God tells the Prophet of Seven Thouſand Men 
in Iſrael remaining, even all the Knees that have not bowed 
'  wnto Baal, audevery Mouth that hath not kiſt hin. — Thar you 
ſee before Lather's time, notwithſtanding their inviſibility (ac- 
cording to this of the Prophet,) God might, and no doubt had 
thouſands of true believers, which had not bowed their knees to 
your Baal of Rome, and whoſe Mouths had never kiſt bim, and 
no doubt,. the Simile is very pat .between this Baal of jezavel's 
in the Book of the Kirgs, and your Baa!, . e. the Pope of Korze ;; 
tor, as this Baal of Fezabe! was to: be Bowed unto, and Kiſſed ; 
{01s your Baal or Pope of Rome likewiſe to be Bowed unto, and 
Kiſſed, ( not his Face, but. his Toe) even by Emperors, and Our Saviour 
Kings, as well as by the meaneſt of his Worfhipers and Abettors; : - A 
and thus according to the Apoſtle St. Paul, in the ſecond ot the 9s — "oY 
Th:ſalonians Cap, 2. Ver. 4. Hes ar adverſary | to our SavI- a, ienefs Ju- 
our and his Holy Religion, ] ad exalteth bimſelf above and dav's his be- 
againſt all that is called Ged, or that 75 Worſhiped ; Sothat He traying this Sa- 


doth fit as God in the Temple of God, ſhewing himſelf. that He _ A 


is God, And this truth is yet more contirm'd even by yourſelves, |; 
»y whom this Pope is called | Donzinus Dems voſier Para, | and | 


©: this Pope (in. your, ordinary diſcourſe either to 3m, or 6 ' 
him . 
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him) you attribute a Title only due to God, which is, Hs Hol: 
eſs. There be three other Texts in this ſame Chapter, may 
very well be applyed to your Baal, or Pope, Ver. 8, 9,11, 
eAnd then ſhall the wicked be revealed, whom the Lord ſhall con- 
ſume with the Spirit of his Aloath, and ſhall aboliſh with the 
brightneſs of his Coming, as it 1s Ver. the 8th, For Curing the 
darkneſs of Superſtition and Popery, (the times preceding before 
Luther, Calvin, and others) this Baa! was Woriiuped with- 
out controll or vilible gainſaying , the true Woritupers, thoſe 
7000 that had not Bowed to him, nor Kiſted him, being as 1n- 
vilible, as to outward proſperity, as thoſe 7000 11 the days of 
Elias : But when the time came for the appearance of thoſe glo- 
rious Retormers of Religion, and manners accorcing to Gods 
appointment ; tor to this, God alone, as it 1s In the Atts of the 
Holy Apoſtles, Cap. 1. Ver. 7. the 1.imes and the ſeaſors the 
Father hath put into his own Hands , then did the wiked one | this 
Roman Baal | begin to be revealed, whom the Lord ſhall conſume 
with the Spirit of his Mouth, and aboliſh with the brightueſs of 
coming. Ver. 8, The 9. Ver. is applicable to your Baa/ 
in your falſe Miracles, Signs, and Lying wonders ; Where- 
by you lie in wait to decetve the Ignorant and l1mple. Thi: per- 
fon muſt be conſumed and aboliſhed ; even him (as itis Ver, g.) 
whoſe coming is by the etfetual working of Satan, with all 
Power, | the Inquilttion, and their vilible pretented 1ntallibilty | 
and Stgns, and lying Wonders. — And God knows with ſuch 
nnd yg Wonders, falſe Miracles, &c. Your Church 1; 
luthcienrly traught. Ver, 11. is the conſequence of the tormer 
recited Verſes 8, & 9g. and therefore God ſhall ſend them ſtrong 
deluſions, that they ſhall believe Lies ; and this is verified every 
day, that many among You, (otherwiſe Learned and wile e- 
nough,)) do give themſelves up to theſe ſtrong delulions, giving 
as great credit to your Legends, as the Fables of one Winifred, 
Cc. asto the Goſpc] it ſelt, 1 could add upon this Subject, 
but I ſuppoſe what I have already ſaid is ſufficient to evidence un- 
to you the Errors of Your ways, and the Truth of Ours, 
Papiſt. © Iconteſs, I am very miich ſhaken by your Argu- 
** Suments ; and the next tinie we meet, you may poſlibly ob- 
**cain an entire Conqueſt over me. | 
Proteſt, lam very glad it is come to this, which is a kind of 
new Creation in us; wod having thus produced Light out of 
Darkneſs: 


(55) 


Darkneſs : You having thus (contrary to your intent) ſent me 
anto the Boſome of the Church of Exgland, whereinto I hope 
you Will likewiſe throw your ſelf , whereby we ſhall not be half, 
but whole Brothers, having one Father, (which 1s God,) one 
Mother, (the Church of England) Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour of 
the World, being Our elder Brother : In this confidence I dare 
call you Brother ; and Dear Brother , fare you well for this 
t1me, 


(55) 
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The CONCLUSION. 


He Dialogue thus finiſhed ; Ithink it not amiſs to ſay ſome- 

 Þ thing concerning the firſt General Council, that ever was in 
' the Church of Chriſt , you'have the whole Story of it in the 
5th Chap. of the 4s of the Holy Apoſtles, 1 (hall take notice, 
that it was not called by the particular direion of any of the 
Apoſtles, but that all of them did concur thereunto ; and this 
. was doubtleſs the Method of the Chriſtian Church, during it's 
greateſt Purity and Integrity ; and the truth 1s, no other way 
could be uſed while the Church of Chriſt was under Perſecution : 
but- in proceſs of time, when ſupreme powers did recieve,and pro- 
tet rhe Chriſtian Faith ; and that (as the Scripture ſaith,) Kings 
and Queens were Nurling Fathers, and Nurling Mothers, of the 
Spouſe of Chriſt;then were general Councils ſummon'd by them, 
and by them were theſe Councils left to their free Debates and 
determinations, whoſe Decrees were afterwards confirm'd by the 
Supreme Authorities , whereby thoſe Decrees, which before 
ſuch a Confirmation, did only oblige the Conſcience, had then 
the Coercive Power of the State to compell their Obſervation ;, 
and this Method did continue, till the Uſurpation of the Biſhop 
of Rome upon all Powers, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical ; for he 
now takes npon him to aſſume unto himſelf the Power of calling 
Councils, of preſiding in them, and Confirming their Decrees; 
ſaying,that without His Confirmation they are invalid. Thus does 
he make his own Will to be of more Authority, than a Genera! 
Council;and this fame Will of his, to be Superior to all Supreme 
Powers and Authorities whatſoever : Bur I ſhall add no more 
upon this Subje&, but proceed to what I at firſt propoſed in the 
begining hereof, where I ſhall rake notice of ſome things in the 
1 5th Chap. of the Atcs of the Holy Apoſtles, where we read 
ef the firſt Genera] Council that ever was in the Church of 
Chrift ; (and therefore moſt likely to be a direction for all 0- 
thers,) it was occaſioned by an Appeal made by ſome converted 
Gent les, to this General Council, for ſome Phariſaical Chriſti- 
ans 
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ans would impoſe upon theſe Converted Gemtiles the whole Law 

of Meſes, therefore to this General Council they do appeal ; 

the words of the Council are theſe. — 7 be Apoſtles, and Elders +23 of this 

and Brethren ſend Greeting, nnto the Brethren which are of he: Chap. 
Gentiles ia Amtioch, and Syria, and Cilicia, 

Forſmuch as We have heard, that certain which went out from 
V+, have treub'ed Tow with Words ſubverting Your Suuls; ſayin T, 2 4+ 
Ye muſt be Circumciſed, and keep the Law, to whom We gave 
no ſuch Commandment, 

[t ſeemed good unto Hs, being Aſſembled with one accord, to : 
ſend choſen Men unto Yon, with Our beloved Barnabas and Paul. 

Men that have hazarded their Lives for the Name of Orr I” 
Lord Teſs Chriſt, Hs 

We have ſent thereſore Judas, and Silas, who ſrall alſo tell you 
the ſam things by month. 

For it ſeemed good to the Halj-G hoſt, aud ta Hy, tolay pou O 
You no greater Barthen, than theſe ueceſſary things, 

That Ye alſtain from Meats offered to Idols, and jrom Blood, 
and from things Strangled, and from Formc ation , from which 
if ye keep your ſelves, ye ſhall dowell, fare ye well. 

Theſe be the Words together ; We hal! now take them into 
parts, — The eApoſtles, and Elders, and Brethren, [There is 
no Primacy 1n St. Peter, or in any body elſe, either firſt, as to 
calling of this Council ; Secondly, In degree it ſelf ; or Thirdly, 

; by way of Confirming this Decree of the Council , Apoſtles, 
Elders, and Brethren, are all alike concerned; | Send Greeting, 
wnto the Brethren, which are of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, 

- and Cilicia. | Now here I cannot but take notice, that the 

\ Church of fers/a/em treats the Churches of Azticch, 8c. not 

- with a Maternal, but a Fraternal Appellation , not like the 
Church of Rome ; (certainly it ever any had been the Mother- 
Church, it muſt have been that of Jeruſalem, St. Peter, and all 

| the reſt of the Apoſtles ; :yea, even a General Counci! there. re- 

 liding, ) which makes her felt the Mothcr-Church, and all 0- 

| thers the will have to be eſteemed but Her Children, and yet 1n 

| this General Council St. Peter was preſent, as appears by the 7. 

| Verſe of this 15 Chap. and yet St. #ater does not pronounce any 

Judgement, contenting himlelt rather with relating matter of 

' Fact, and Paul and Barnabas do the ſame, as it is Ver. 11. But 

the Apoſtle St. James proceeds further in Ver. 12,14, 15, 16, 

I F7; 
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17,18. andin the 19 Ver. is very bold ſaying; — Wherefore 


Ge 


ſentence 1s, that we trouble not them which from among the 
extiles are turned to God , — and Ver. 20,He proceeds, —But 
that we [ here St. James is equal with St. Peter, or any of the 
reſt] write unto them , that they abſtain from pollutions of 
1dols, and from Fornication, and from things ſtrangled, and 
from Blood ; --'And to this Sentence of St. Fames the whole 
Council acquieſces, not any one ſpeaking after St. Fames, ] - For- 
aſmuch as certain which went out frons Ws, have troubled you 
with wards [ulverting your Souls, ſaying, Ve muſt be Circnmci- 
ſed, and keep the Law, to whom We, not St. Peter alone ] gave 
no ſuch Commandment, it ſeemed good unto Us, being aſſembled 
with one accord ; [ This Council you ſee was not called by St, 
Peter alone, ] to ſend choſen men, unto You with our beloved 
Barnabas and Paul, Men that have hazarded their Lives for the 
Name of Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , We have ſent therefore Jud, 
and Sr/as, who ſhall alſo tell you the ſame things by word of 
Mouth, for it ſeemed good to the Holy-Ghoſt,and to Us , [you 
ſee the Holy-Ghoſt is not tyed to St. Peter's, or the Pope's Chair, 
nor the Colledge of Cardinals, but remaining with the General 
Council) To lay upon you no heavier burthen than the neceſſary 
things, that ye abſtain from Meats offered to Idols, from Blood, 
and trom things ſtrangled, and from Fornication ; [all this, the 
Sentence of, and Opinion of St. James delivered to the Council, 
and thus approved of by the Council,] from which if ye keep | 
our ſelves, ye ſhall do well, fare ye well. : 
I have thus run over the words of- this firſt General Council, 
with ſome few Animadyerſions thereon , and if therein I haye 
done the Chriſt any Service, Ihave my aim, and do return unto Ir 
him all Honour, and Glory, tor His aſſiſtance herein, by whom 
I have been hereunto enabled. 
To the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy- Ghoſt, beal Vi 


Honour, and Glory, now, and for ever. eAmer. 
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